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SATURDAYEXTRA: Children'sShort

Story competitionwinners

The UFO
By JANINEWITT

THE CRAFThoveredabout50 metresabovethe
cosy

farmhouse.
It was

egg-shaped
and glowing.

withlightsaroundthe bottom.A beamof light
originating

from somewhereinsidethe smallcraft
seemedto be

examining

the area.Insidethe farm-

houseMrs Russelland Mrs Bradford were prepar-

ingto leaveon a
shoppingspreeintothetown.

"Now.you willwatchthe kids, Fred, won'tyou?
Don'tforgetto givethem

their..."

"I know,I know,they'llbe fine."

"AlrightFred,bye bye."
Fredwaited untilhe heardthe car driveoff.

beforegoingto the fridgeand
getting

a beer.He
settledback into his favourite chairand looked

towardsthe
lounge-room

door,whereBobbyand
Pennywereplayingwiththeirtoys.Bobbywas Mrs
Bradford's

son who had justturnedfouryearsold.
whilePennywas a mere31 1/2.Bobby'sfavourite

"toy"wasan oldgolfclubof Fred'sthathad broken

halfway

up the
handle,

so it wasjusttherightsize

for him to swingat thingsand breakthem.

Fredhad
finished

his beerand was now snoring

loudly.Pennysaidto Bobby.

"Let'sgo outside!"

"Allright."agreedBobbyas theymadetheir
wayto thedoor.As theysatin the

garden,

allthe
lightsflickeredand wenton again.
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"Whatwas that?"askedPenny.
"Everything blinked!"giggledBobby.
justthenthe beamof lighthit them,and they

foundthey couldn't move.What'smore,they were
beingpulledtowards the ship.As theyfeltthem
selvesbeingdrawnupwards,

a hatchopenedand
theyweredrawninside.The nextthingtheyknew
theyweresitting

on the floorof the
strangelittle

craft.Bobbywas
surprised

to heara voicenextto
his car.Turning

his headhe saw a smallman-like

creature
not morethanthreefeettall.The facial

features were vaguelyhuman,but the head was
largerand the eyesan odd shadeof

lavender.

He
motioned

forthemto puta smalldiscon theirears

that enabledthem to understandhim.
"I am XK-4of the thirdscout patrol to your

planet,and thisis Ship.He'sgot an
action-voice

modulator

thatallowsme to fly the shipby voice

control."

"Whatdo you wantwithus?"askedPenny.
"Well, you see,on our

planet,
we havebuilta

huge indoorcity,that covers almostour entire
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JanineWitt of WestonCreekHigh
School, winnerof the juniorsectionof
the school sectionwith "The UFO"

planet,so thatwe don'thaveenoughroomto grow
our food.So now we intendto takeoverand invade

your planet,"said XK-4 calmly.

"What!"exclaimedBobby."You can't!"
"Shhh.we'rencaringthe citynow.Ship,get

permission
to land."

"Okay,but don'ttaketoo long,you knowhow
I hateit

there."

WhenBobby,Penny,and XK-4leftShip,they
steppedon to a mobile footpath whichtookthem
to a smallroomwheretheyweregivenmanytests.

"Whatare all thesetestsfor?"askedBobby.

"Wellyou knowhow I saidwe plannedto
invadeyourplanet?Thesetestsare to findout if
youarcmoreor less

intelligent

thanus If youare
superior

to us it wouldbe toomuch
trouble

to try
to overpoweryou," statedXK-4

matter-of-factly.

"Thereis onlyonemoretest".He turnedto a globe

withmanydialsand buttonsbelowit. He pressed

two buttonsand the globelit up.
"Whatyou mustdo is makethe lightgo out.

Bobby,you arc first."
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Bobby walkedup to the globeand placedhis
handson the

surface, squinting
at the light.Then,

his mindmadeup, he pickedup his
favourite

toy
— thegolfclub— and

brought
it downhardon

the globe.The lightdid indeedgo out.
"Incredible.

You did it in 30 seconds!No-one

has everdoneit in lessthan10 minutes before!I

must tell the ImperialLeader."

He walked overto a screen and
pressed

a
button.

The face of the Imperial Leader appeared.

"So XK-4,what have you
discovered?"

"The earthlingBobbyhas solvedthe globe
problemin lessthan30

seconds."

"Amazing
how did he do it?"

"He brokethe globe!"

"Brokethe globe?
Fascinating!

The absolute
simplicity

of the solutionis
brilliant."

"XK-4,can wc go homenow?"Pennybrokein,
"our mothers will be worried aboutus."

"Your mothers!"

"We'reonly babiesyou know!"said Bobby.
"Imperial Leader.I havejust

discovered

thatthe
earthlingsare only BABIES!"

"Babies,impossible."

"M-mayI takethembackto theirplanetnow?"

"Of course,as quickas
possible.

It wouldbe
dangerousto have such superiorbeingsamongst

us!"

So it was not longbeforeXK-4was takingoff
againwith Pennyand Bobbyaboard.

"Howlongtillwe get home?"

"We'renearlytherenow.Penny.I'llbe beaming

youdownin a
second.

I canputyourightbackin
yourhouseif you like."

"Thankyou XK-4 and Goodbye."

A few minuteslaterPennyand Bobbywereboth
backin the loungeroom.Fredwas justwakingup.

"I hopeyou'vebeengoodkids.
Otherwise

your
motherswill kill me."
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"Whywill'yourmothers'killyou,Fred?"said
Mrs Russelljustwalkingin.

"Oh no reason,"said Fred
chuckling.

"Werethey good?"askedMrs Bradford.

"I hardlyknewtheywerethere", repliedFred.


